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a certain relation compared to the Divine power. Kings are
also compared to fathers of families : for a king is truly parwis
patriae> the politic father of his people." And lastly, kings are
compared to the head of this microcosm of the body of man.

I conclude then this point touching the power of kings with
this axiom of divinity, That as to dispute what God may do is
blasphemy, ^^s_o is if ^edition in subjectsjtoZdisr>uie_^liat
a king may do in the height of his power. But just kings will
ever be willing To declare what they will do, if they will not
incur the curse of God. I will not be content that my power
be disputed upon; but I shall ever be willing to make the
reason appear of all my doings, and rule my actions according
to my laws . ..

Now the second general ground whereof I am to speak
concerns the matter of grievances. . . . Eirst then, I am not to
find fault that you inform yourselves of the particular just
grievances of the people; nay I must tell you, ye can neither
be just nor faithful to me or to your countries that trust and
employ you, if you do it not . . . But I would wish you to be
careful to avoid three things in the matter of grievances.

First, that you do not meddle with the main points of
government: that is my craft: tractent fdbrilia fabri; to meddle
with that, were to lesson me. I am now an old king ... ;
therefore there should not be too many Phormios to teach
Hannibal: I must not be taught my office.

Secondly, I would not have you meddle with such ancient
rights of mine as I have received from my predecessors, pos-
sessing "them more majorum: such things I would be sorry
should be accounted for grievances. All novelties are dangerous
as well in a politic as in a natural body : and therefore I would
be loath to be quarrelled in my ancient rights and possessions:
for that were to judge me unworthy of that which my pre-
decessors had and left me.

And lastly I pray you, beware to exhibit for grievance
anything that is established by a settled law, and whereunto
(as you have already had a proof) you know I will never give
a plausible answer: for it is an undutiful part in subjects to
press their king, wherein they know beforehand he will refuse
them, Now if any law or statute be not convenient, let it be